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1.	 Is vitiligo contagious? 
	 A.	 Yes, you can catch it from others.  
	 B.	 No, you cannot catch it from others. 
	 C.	 Sometimes, it depends on the weather. 
 
2.	 What is melanin? 
	 A.	 Melanin is what determines the colour of  

	 hair and skin in humans, not animals. 
	 B.	 Melanin is what determines the colour of  

	 fur and skin in animals, not humans. 
	 C.	 Melanin is what determines the colour of  

	 hair/fur and skin in animals and humans. 
 
3.	 Which fact is NOT true? 
	 A.	 An autoimmune disease is a disease whereby 	

	 the immune system does not work properly  
	 and fights healthy cells rather than viruses. 

	 B.	 Vitiligo is not an autoimmune disease. 
	 C.	 Vitiligo is an autoimmune disease, whereby  

	 the immune system attacks and destroys 
	 melanocytes, the cells responsible for the  
	 production of melanin. 

4. 	 Can vitiligo be treated? 
	 A.	 No, there is no known cure for vitiligo. 
	 B.	 Yes, creams and phototherapy, a form of light  

	 treatment, can boost the cells and encourage  
	 permanent repigmentation. 

	 C.	 Of course, spots can be coloured in with a  
	 magic marker. 

 
5. 	 Why does Tiger no longer worry about his spots  

at the end of the book? 
	 A.	 Tiger’s spots disappear and he develops 

	 stripes just like he hoped. 
	 B.	 Tiger is happy because he has discovered that  

	 he develops new spots whenever he is kind. 
	 C.	 Tiger realises growing new spots is not  

	 something he can control, so he starts focusing  
	 his attention on what he can control instead. 	
	 For example, regardless of his spots, he can 	
	 always choose to be kind. 

Answers 1. B; 2. C; 3. B; 4. A; 5. C 
I. KNOWLEDGE QUIZ 

TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING 

Tiger is confused about his spots. Do you remember reading all the fun facts about  
“Spots in Animals and Humans” in the back matter? Could you help jog Tiger’s memory? 



II. MATH IN PATTERNS 

Tiger is worried he’s grown more spots, but he struggles with arithmetic.  
Can you help him count his spots? 

1.	 Look at Tiger on the cover for the questions below:  
How many spots can you count on his tail? 

2.	 How many spots can you count on his head? 
3.	 How many spots can you count on his body? 
4.	 How many spots does he have in total?  

5.	 If Tiger has the same number of spots on the back 
as he does on the front, how many spots does he 
have in total front and back? 

6.	 How many new spots does Tiger grow during the 
course of the story? 

7.	 How many spots does Tiger have in total by the 
end of the story? 

8.	 Look at the reflection of Tiger in the water on the 
cover. How many stripes can you count in total? 

9.	 Assuming Tiger has the same number of stripes  
on the back, how many is that in total?  

10.	 If the total number of stripes is less than the 
total number of spots, why do you think that is? 

11.	 Do you notice any pattern between the spots  
and the stripes? 

12.	 Do you notice any pattern between how  
the spots grow? 

Turn the cover upside down 
and count the spots in sections 
to help you keep track. 

Top 
Tip! 

Answers 1. 8; 2. 41; 3. 34; 4. 83; 5. 166; 6. 4; 
7. 170; 8. 50; 9. 100; 10. Stripes tend to be 
longer and therefore there are fewer stripes 
compared to spots; 11. Spots grow along the 
stripe lines; 12. Spots grow symmetrically. 
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1.	 Wherever there are people, there is diversity. Vitiligo is a 
difference you can see. Some differences can be physical, 
consider some of these examples:

	 •	 Skin colour;
	 •	 Blindness;
	 •	 Hearing impairment;
	 •	 Amputees; 
	 •	 Mobility issues – wheelchair.

2.	 Some differences can be less obvious to the naked eye  
but can manifest in behaviours. Examples include:

	 •	 Sexual gender/orientation;
	 •	 Neurodiversity (including autism, attention deficit/ 

	 hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), dysgraphia and dyslexia,  
	 the reading disorder which Zebra suffers from); 

	 •	 Mental illness (bipolar; depression, anxiety).

3.	 Discuss in your classroom whether you know of any children  
or any of their relations who are different. 

	 •	 What silly misconceptions are they often confronted with? 
	 •	 What might their superpowers be? 
	 •	 Who could their role models be?
	 •	 How can you ensure you model inclusivity?

III. CELEBRATING DIVERSITY

Did You Spot? What is the one allusion to the human world in Tiger’s rainforest? 

Answer:  Abandoned/derelict car in Tiger’s rainforest
Did You Know? 

African American pop singer, 
Michael Jackson (1958-2009), 
suffered from vitiligo. At a time 
when vitiligo was not socially 

accepted, it is rumoured 
that he underwent many 

treatments in an attempt to 
avoid looking spotty.

Did You Know? 

Canadian, Winnie Harlow 

(1994- ) suffers from vitiligo and 

is a successful fashion model as 

well as a spokesperson for this 

rare skin condition. She is a role 

model for all those diagnosed 

with vitiligo who question their 

own beauty. Look her up. Do 

you think she is beautiful?
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IV. GEOGRAPHY 

SORTING ANIMALS ACCORDING TO THEIR CONTINENT OF ORIGIN 

Some of Tiger’s classmates come from different continents and would never get 
the chance to meet in the real world. Could you help Tiger sort his classmates out  

in terms of their continent of provenance? 

TIGER AND  
HIS CLASSMATES 

Tiger 
Zebra 
Giraffe 
Deer 

Cheetah 
Lemur 
Python  

Porcupine 

Pangolin 
Peacock 

Owl 
Woodpecker 

Frog 
Dragonfly 
Ladybird

Answers: Asia – Tiger; Africa – Zebra, 
Giraffe, Cheetah, Lemur; Asia and Africa 
– Peacock, Pangolin; Asia, Africa and 
Australia – Python; All over – Deer, Owl, 
Woodpecker, Frog, Dragonfly, Ladybird; 
All over except Australia – Porcupine
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V. VOCABULARY BUILDING 

1. QUILLS AND SCALES - TRICKY ANIMAL PARTS 

Tiger struggles to remember the names of each of his classmates’ and teachers’ 
body parts because some are really tricky. Could you help Tiger match them?  

The first one has been done for you.

ANIMALS

Porcupine   •
Pangolin   •

Zebra   • 

Cheetah   • 
Woodpecker   • 

Tortoise   •  

Lemur   •
Peacock   •

Vulture   •  

Snake   •  

Giraffe   •

ANIMAL PARTS 

• Beak  

• Shell 

• Collar

• Body 

• Paws

• Quills 

• Ossicones

• Crown

• Hooves 

• Scales 

• Tail

Collar

Answers: Porcupine – Quills; 
Pangolin – Scales; Zebra – Hooves; 
Cheetah – Paws; Woodpecker – 
Beak; Tortoise – Shell; Lemur – Tail; 
Peacock – Crown; Vulture – Collar; 
Snake – Body; Giraffe – Ossicones
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V. VOCABULARY BUILDING 

2. ANIMALS AND THEIR BABIES 

ADULT ANIMALS

Porcupine   •  

Pangolin   •  

Zebra   •  

Giraffe   •  

Cheetah   •  

Woodpecker   •     

Tortoise   •  

Lemur   •  

Peacock   •  

Frog   •  

Snake   • 

OFFSPRING 

• Hatchling 

• Calf

• Foal 

• Pup 

• Peachick

• Pangopup

• Cub 

• Snakelet 

• Chick 

• Tadpole 

• Porcupette

If each of Tiger’s classmates and teachers had babies, Tiger wouldn’t be sure  
what to call them. Could you help Tiger match the adults with their offspring? 

Answers: Porcupine – 
Porcupette; Pangolin – 
Pangopup; Zebra – Foal; 
Giraffe – Calf; Cheetah 
– Cub; Woodpecker 
– Chick; Tortoise – 
Hatchling; Lemur – Pup; 
Peacock – Peachick; 
Frog – Tadpole; Snake – 
Snakelet 
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V. VOCABULARY BUILDING 

3. A COMMITTEE OF VULTURES AND OTHER ANIMAL GROUPS 

If many tigers were together in a group, collectively, they would be called an ambush of tigers.  
Could you help Tiger match the collective nouns for Tiger’s classmates  

and teachers below with the correct species? 

COLLECTIVE NOUNS 

• Zeal 

• Prickle

• Tower  

• Coalition 

• Descent 

• Creep

• No collective noun because they are solitary 
creatures and do not hang out in groups

• Committee

• Conspiracy 

• Pride 

• Army 

• Den 

ANIMALS

Porcupine   •
Zebra   • 

Cheetah   • 

Woodpecker  •
Giraffe   • 

Tortoise   •  

Lemur   •
Frog   •

Peacock   •
Vulture   •  

Snake   •
Pangolin   • Answers: Porcupine – Prickle; 

Zebra – Zeal; Giraffe – 
Tower; Cheetah – Coalition;  
Woodpecker – Descent; 
Tortoise – Creep; Lemur – 
Conspiracy; Peacock – Pride;  
Frog – Army; Snake – Den; 
Vulture – Committee
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VI. CREATIVE WRITING 

How to Spot  How to Spot  
a Frienda Friend

Together, Tiger and Zebra write a picture book entitled, How to Spot a Friend.  
Remember how Zebra agreed to draw the illustrations after she was moved by Tiger’s 

words? What do you think the story is about? Could you write Tiger’s picture book  
in no more than 500 words? Could you draw Zebra’s illustrations? 

Top Writing Tip! 

What does your 

main character 

want? What does 

he need? Often 

what your character 

wants and needs are 

not the same thing. 

Top Illustration Tip! 
Great illustrations often 
tell an additional story. 
Try partnering up with 
your friend/classmate 

for the illustrations and 
witness how his/her vision 

enriches your words.  
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VII. HISTORY 

Tiger would love to find out more about his family around the world and his family’s history.  
Could you help him? Three subspecies of tigers are already extinct due to habitat loss  

and illegal poaching. Which ones? https://www.britannica.com/animal/tiger 
The six subspecies of tigers currently living around the world are all endangered  

or critically endangered. Of these, which one is the most at risk of extinction? 
To find out more about WWF’s conservation efforts and what you can do,  

visit https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/tiger

Bengal 
Siberian 
South China 

Indo-Chinese 
Sumatran 
Malayan 

Caspian 
Bali 
Javan

Did You Know?  

White tigers are white 

with black stripes and blue 

eyes, the result of a genetic 

mutation called leucism 

that is specific to the Bengal 

tiger. Both parents must 

carry the recessive gene for 

a white cub to be born.  

The same is true for children 

with coloured eyes. 

Did You Know? 

Albino tigers are 
white with no or 
faint stripes and 

pink eyes. 

Did You Know? White and albino tigers are rare and struggle to survive in the wild because their fur does not provide camouflage protection. 

Answers: Extinct species – 
Caspian, Bali and Javan; 
Species at greatest risk of 
extinction – South China; 
Adopting a Tiger from WWF 
is one way you can help.
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