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ITC Classics (01244
355527, www.itcclassics.
co.uk) offers two nights
at Eagles Crag on the
Shamwari Game
Reserve, all-inclusive,
followed by three nights’
B&B at Bishops Court
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Stellenbosch is self-taught. He
moved into winemaking after
working for many years in
advertising. He welcomes us
into his home, which has the
humility of a Dutch genre paint-
ing, a wooden table, a brass
candlestick, a large wedge of
lacquered cheese and a jug of
roses. We taste his rubellite-
coloured rosé, with banana and
strawberry scents, and Rebus
2003, his maiden red with hints 1
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around and slides behind the filigree of a bush,
her tail trailing behind her like an invitation. I never : J e 3 ; 4 ¢ A
dreamed my first encounter with leopards could ‘ '

five-star guesthouse at the foot
of Table Mountain in Cape Town,
which commands spectacular

*Allfares incl. taxes, correct at time of printing and subject to availability.
Travel period for Sweden, US & Asia 09/02/2009-30/06/2009. Travel period for Denmark,
Norway & Finland 01/03/2009-30/06/2009. Flights to US & Asia via Copenhagen.

we head to the wildlife reserve of

Odyssey

Discover the Orient on our tour which
offers an excellent introduction to the
magic of the East: Japan traditional
and modern; the scenic beauty of
southern China; the ancient wonders
of Cambodia; and the dynamic cities
of Bangkok & Hong Kong.

e Day 1 to Day 4 — Tokyo:
Fly overnight from London to Tokyo for 3
nights, including an introductory city tour.

e Day 5 to Day 6 — Kyoto:
Take the bullet train past Mount Fuji to
Kyoto for 2 nights in Japan’s former capital.

e Day 7 to Day 8 — Hong Kong:
Fly to Hong Kong for 2 nights in this
vibrant city where east meets west.

e Day 9 to Day 11 — Guilin & Yangshuo:
Continue by air into mainland China and
the city of Guilin. We spend 2 nights here
including a visit to the Reed Flute caves
before cruising the Li River to Yangshuo.

e Day 12 to Day 15 — Angkor:
After an overnight stop in Bangkok,
fly onwards to Cambodia for 3 nights
including a visit to the ancient temples
of Angkor.

¢ Day 16 to Day 18 — Bangkok:
Return to Bangkok for 2 further nights
before your return flight to London.

Thai Beach Extension:
Extend your holiday with 5 nights on the
beautiful beaches of Rayong from £125

23 September
14 October ......cccoveven....
18 November

PRICE INCLUDES: Return scheduled flights from
London; prepaid government departure taxes;

16 nights accommodation. 8 breakfasts/3 lunches/
2 dinners; transfers & sightseeing.

NOT INCLUDED: Optional Insurance, departure
taxes payable locally, China/Cambodia visas.

Prices per person based on two sharing; Prices subject
to availability; Booking conditions apply. Please see our
website for full details.

Call us now to book

The

Travel
Collection

01306 871163

(Please note calls may be recorded)

part of the Kuoni group

or visit www.travelcollection.co.uk

have the intimacy of a TV wildlife documentary.

I train my binoculars on the cub. ‘My goodness!’
my words come out in a jumble, ‘it’s P-P-Pumbaal!
The leopard is playing with Hogwart, from

Lion King!’

Wildlife photographer, ranger and ecologist Geran

Ellish can hardly resist a smile,
‘Warthog,” he corrects patiently.
‘That four-month-old cub is teach-
ing itself how to hunt - it’s learning
about the tender bits.’

Geran reminds me of a big cat.
Yet under that mane of strength
lies a disarmingly rugged charm.
‘You’re lucky,” he says. ‘If aleopard
doesn’t want you to see him, you
might as well forget it.

Less than an hour’s drive from
Port Elizabeth, 60,000-acre Sham-
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to Cape Town
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wari in Eastern Cape is one of the
few private, luxury and malaria-
free game reserves in South Africa.

‘The concept of a zoo has been
reversed here. Those guys roam
free and we’re in portable cages,’
explains Geran as we seesaw up
and down hills with tall bushes
flowering in candyfloss pink.

We are on our way to meet
Themba. When his mother died
unexpectedly, none of the other
she-elephants would adopt him. ‘If
we hadn’t rescued him, Themba
would have starved to death,’ says
Geran. ‘His cries were heart-
wrenching. The question for us
was shall we let him die, shall we
shoot him to ease his pain or shall
we try?’

As Themba lollops towards us,

his ears flap forwards excitedly.

Curious, he stretches out his

' wrinkly trunk and wraps it

playfully around my arm,

v smelling me and tickling

4 me with wiry black hairs and

the moist tip of his trunk.

‘We want Themba to return

to the wild, to integrate back

into his herd. It’ll be difficult, but
it’s worth a try,” says Geran.

For the time being, Themba is
still on milk. He needs S0 pints a
day, plenty of affection (Albert the
sheep is his favourite playmate)
and daily exercise. ‘The trouble
is, he’s scared of the dark and cries
if you don’t spend the night,’
explains Geran, pointing to the
camp bed on the other side of
Themba’s enclosure.

‘How would he know?’

‘He smells you,” he says with
a laugh, ‘pokes you in the middle

COSY: The thatch-roofed

lodge at Eagle’s Crag with its private plunge pool

of the night to check that you’re
still there.’

‘Do you sleep with him?’

‘No,’ he clarifies, ‘I sleep with my
wife but we take turns kKeeping him
company on that camp bed.’

Frankly, although Themba is
adorable, I prefer to snuggle in my
African-style thatch-roofed lodge at
Eagle’s Crag. A private plunge pool
basks invitingly on my overgrown
terrace and a telescope has been
left behind thoughtfully for sky-
gazing. I curl up underneath a
blanket to soak up the sounds of the
wild. The air is crisp with birdsong:
the dueting bokmakierie and the
southern boubou (both shrikes) and
the whistling black-headed oriole.

In the evening, we gather around
an open fire for braai (Afrikaans
for meat grill), an unmissable
South African experience. Guiltily,
we slice through the mouth-water-
ing springbok, impala and gems-
bok, animals we glimpsed on our
game drive.

HE big cat sanctuary

of the Born Free Foun-

dation does little to

dissipate the guilt. Its

mission is to raise

awareness for the

exploitation of captive animals.

Here are a handful of cats that

have been rescued from inhuman

conditions of captivity. They can

never be returned to the wild. It is

a haunting, nauseating experience

that calls into question the educa-

tional raison d’etre for zoos and

circuses. Literally, these animals
have forgotten how to hunt.

Keen for more big-cat encounters,

Sanbona. This 130,000-acre sister
establishment to Shamwari is
in the heart of the Little Karoo
region, three hours by road from
Cape Town along Route 62, the
wilder counterpart to the Garden
Route. Vast, open views of wiry,
dwarf-like shrubs lie before us,
occasionally broken by angular
mountain peaks jutting like frag-
ments of a broken window.
‘White lions are rare, mostly
hunted for rugs. The White Lion

P

Project aims to return captive
animals to the wild, give them
back their dignity,” explains our
ranger. He tracks the lions with
a radio device and we race as
if on a mission, trailing a cloud
of dust.

The steenbok give the lions
away. The wind carries the
lions’ scent, making them jumpy.
Suddenly, a white lion stands,
wearing its mane like a halo, its
body glowing saintly against the
shadow-grey shrubs. Alongside

are a tawny lion, seated majes-
tically like a sphinx, and two
lionesses, one white, one tawny,
dappled in shrubs.

Cape Town is one of those cities
I can see myself coming back
to time and again. It has some-
thing for every taste. Rugged
beaches, picturesque harbours
and the calming Cape winelands,
where we visit vineyards with
gabled Cape Dutch architecture.

André Liebenberg of the fam-
ily-run Romond Vineyards in

Plan your own African adventure at www.travelmail.co.uk/africa

views. On arrival, we are greeted
by Forrest Gump, an 8st leopard
tortoise which roams the gar-
den like a house pet.

Dainty and homely, Bishops
Court nestles among paradise
flowers, lilies-of-the-Nile and
lilac pincushions. I succumb to
a pot of honeyed tea and a
candlelit whirlpool bath in my
courtyard, under a canopy of
Cape honeysuckle.

I keep company with crickets
and fireflies, which scribble
patterns of light on the night’s
canvas, while I am busy plotting
my return.

He’s not all that will get picked up quickly.....
FANTASTIC OFFERS from

LAS VEGAS

\  Best Western Mardi Gras
. 4 nts 3% Room Only

~£399

SAVE £160

Depts 6 May 2009

HAYESANDJARVIS.COM

Prices pp based on 2 adults sharing & include flights from either LHR or LGW, Transfers are included in St Lucia but not USA. Savings based on current direct package price and include £100 discount and web discount. £100 discount per booking based on min 2 adults and only available on package holidays when booked by 31 Jan 09. Terms & conditions apply. ATOL protected 1275. ABTA /1484 Calls cost up to 10p/min plus  6p set up fee from a BT landline. Mobile & other providers' charges may vary.

NEW YORK

New Yorker

3 nts 3% Room Only

~£399

SAVE £156

Depts 28 May 2009
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ST LUCIA

Coconut Bay Resort & Spa
7 nts 4% All Inclusive

- £649

SAVE £416

Depts 20 March 2009

0871 664 0236

ABTA No V1464
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